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Publisher’s Note 
 
 
 In 1999, Greg Dues wrote Enjoying God and Teaching Creatively, which was published 
by Twenty-Third Publications. Since that time, this book has been an inspirational and practical 
resource for thousands of catechists.  
 
 Realizing the value of Greg’s stories, experiences, and wisdom, we at eCatechist.com and 
faithAlivebooks.com, are pleased to present a collection of excerpts highlighting the major 
themes and insights of Greg’s book. 
 
 We are especially gratefully to the work of our editor, Marcia M. Foote, a former parish 
director of religious education, catechist, and a teacher in Catholic schools, for reviewing and 
selecting those excerpts that are most important and valuable for today’s catechists. 
 
 
  
                                  Daniel J. Pierson 



Preface 
 
      I am happy and excited to have apart in sharing with you this summary of Greg’s book 
Enjoying God and Teaching Creatively. Thank you to Dan Pierson for “dreaming the dream” of 
getting Greg’s writing out to a new audience in e-format.Greg had an amazing ability to take 
complex theological, scriptural and catechetical themes and state them very simply and 
creatively.  He had a gift for breathing new life into the Church’s teachings by expressing them in 
a way that is new, fresh, and engaging. 
 
      Greg’s love of life, of God, of the Church, and of the catechetical ministry shines through 
every page of his book, revealing new insights about old truths. The themes that emerge from this 
book are the themes of Greg’s life.  He gave them much thought and articulated them in many 
ways in presentations to catechists, catechetical leaders, parents and many other groups. Greg was 
a man who lived life to the fullest – with gusto and enthusiasm!  He was a loving and deeply 
committed husband and father, and a creative and dedicated catechetical leader, teacher and 
friend.  Greg was always teaching and learning.  He also loved gardening and saw his gardens as 
a metaphor for God’s work in his own life and ministry. 
 
      My hope is that all who read these pages will catch Greg’s enthusiasm and begin to see their 
own life and ministry in a new and exciting way. 
 
                     Barbara Walkley 
 
 
 



Greg Dues 
 

      Greg Dues was born on May 29, 1935 in 
Mercer County, Ohio, one of 13 children of 
Joseph and Mary Dues. Greg died on July 24, 
2008 in Bay City, Michigan. He is survived by 
his wife, Barbara J. Walkley and his daughters 
Francisca (Robert) Zehnder and Elena (Matthew 
Woods) Dues, as well as his seven sisters. 
 
      Greg served for many years in pastoral and 
education ministry on the parish, diocesan, and 
regional levels. He spent his early years of 
ministry in the dioceses of LaCrosse, Wisconsin; 
Dodge City, Kansas; Bismarck, North Dakota, 
and Pueblo, Colorado. He then served as 
catechetical leader in the Diocese of Saginaw as 
director of religious education and pastoral 
associate for Sacred Heart Parish in Caro; St. 
Christopher Parish in Bridgeport and St. John -
Vianney Parish in Saginaw Township. In 
addition, Greg served as a consultant for Silver 
Burdett Publishing Company, an adjunct faculty 
member of Loyola University of New Orleans 
(LIMEX), and a consultant to the Diocese of 
Saginaw Tribunal for many years. 

 
      Greg was well known for his creative approach in writing and speaking.  He had an M.A. in 
Human and Religious Studies, a Doctorate of Ministry, and a CSW license.  He was the author of 
numerous books in the fields of catechetics, youth ministry, pastoral ministry, and the history of 
Catholic traditions and customs.  He also conducted many retreats and workshops for catechists, 
lay ministers, parents and teens. 
 
      Greg and his wife were the authors of Called to Parish Ministry published by Twenty-Third 
Publications in 1995. It is still being used in some lay ministry formation programs around the 
country. 
 
 
 



Introduction 
 

What makes a catechist like yourself effective? Obviously there is no one correct answer. Of 
course, a basic knowledge of the traditional content of our faith and of sacred Scripture is an impor-
tant and necessary prerequisite. My intention here, however, is to go beyond these basics to point you 
in the direction of enjoying your relationship with God and walking with others as they too enjoy God 
in ever more creative ways (and often in ways that are different from your own).  

 

For thirty-five years the ministry of catechetics has formed the context of my life: as college 
instructor, catechist, administrator, consultant, and author. It has been an exciting trip from pre-Vatican 
II updated versions of the Baltimore Catechism to the creative and highly effective curricula and 
resources of today. What has sustained me during all these years is the exciting presence of the mystery 
we so glibly call God. I have learned that it is important to search for God in creative ways, to enjoy 
God in multi-dimensional experiences, and then to share what I enjoy through creative teaching. I have 
also learned that it is important to stay close to earth—to all of creation— because this is where we find 
mystery; this is where we live. 

 
This oneness with creation lies at the heart of our Catholic Christian faith, our sacraments, and 

our popular traditions. After all, our God "became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory" (John 1:14). 

 

I invite you to allow the themes of mystery-presence and closeness to creation to come alive in 
your teaching in creative ways. Let them give rise to a wholistic spirituality that can ground your faith 
as well as the faith of the youngest child and oldest parishioner. 

 

Greg Dues 1999 
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Chapter One 
Let God Surprise You 

The God we look for is not always the God we find because God tends to be a surprise. We need to be 
open to a variety of human experiences to discover this mystery God.  

From the big question marks of unrecorded history to the complicated religions of today, human 
creatures have searched for God. The search was often guided by religious leaders whose titles for 
God differed according to their religious traditions. Those religious guides—like ourselves—usually 
had preconceived notions of the divine and handed these notions on to their followers. What they 
eventually discovered, when they stayed open to mystery, is that God is a God of surprises. The God 
we continue to discover today is not always the God we are looking for.  

The prophet Elijah serves as an effective model for this search. For a fleeting moment he 
experienced a God very different from his preconceived notions that were popular in his Hebrew 
tradition. While on the run to escape a death sentence from Queen Jezebel, the word of the Lord came to 
Elijah in his retreat in a cave on Horeb, the mountain of God: 

 

"Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by." Now 
there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces 
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the 
Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 
fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 
his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him 
(1 Kings 19:11-13). 
 

Elijah entered that cave with many preconceived notions about God. Up to that point he had 
known the pastoral God of shepherds; the covenanting God of his desert sheik ancestors, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob; the liberating God of Moses; the warrior God of David. His comfortable religious model 
included a mystery in a burning bush, who reluctantly claimed the enigmatic name of YAHWEH; a 
God of plagues; a God who mapped out the desert path to freedom with a pillar of fire and a cloud of 
smoke; a God of awful theophanies on holy mountains. 

 

For a moment Elijah experiences a different God—a quiet, peaceful, gentle God just passing by! 
This God who identifies with a sound of sheer silence or in a previous translation with a tiny   
whispering sound, has important implications for our searching for God, and then for effective 
methodologies of sharing this experience. A "tiny whisper" or "a sound of sheer silence" is a very 
delicate communication that calls for a delicate environment or it will not be heard. Actually, this is 
the way our mystery God has been experienced throughout history. God's self-revelation has seldom, if 
ever, been earth-shattering. This is the reason why we so often miss it. 

 
Jesus is the prime example of God's delicate whisper. This whisper, always present, was made flesh 

and began life in the poverty of Bethlehem. Outside his own extended family and insignificant 
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method of teaching was just as delicate: parables and stories. So, too, was his contact with individuals: 
the woman at the well, the woman accused of adultery, Nicodemus, Mary, Martha, and Zacchaeus. 

 

His delicate message did not capture the masses of people. There were even times when they 
walked away from something he had challenged them with. History does not record any earth-shat-
tering event or message from this Jesus; only the Scriptures of his followers give testimony to his 
greatness and unique ministry. The most important event—his being raised from the dead—was so 
delicate that it could be experienced only by committed followers who were left with faith and spirit, 
but no newsworthy proof. 

 
     God was right below their feet, so to speak, but this divine presence was so delicate that only deep 
faith could uncover it. God is right below our feet, too. It is within a quiet and reflective atmosphere, 
lived out in our daily comings and goings, that we find new experiences of our mystery God. It is then 
that God seems to tease us: "Surprise! Surprise! I wasn't where you thought I would be. I am where 
you don't usually look for me!" And that place is right beneath our feet. 
 

This delicate mystery God revealing self lies at the heart of our spirituality and catechetical 
ministry. Necessary, therefore, is the kind of catechetical atmosphere that is delicate and earthy so that 
this revealing whisper is heard. Such atmosphere occurs when there are times of silence, gentleness, 
kindness, understanding, tenderness, and acceptance; it comes through centering exercises, prayer 
fantasies, convincing speech, and storytelling. None of these will drain the parish budget. They are 
free. They are personal qualities that are in effect the most important tool a catechist has. 

 

Other elements of a "delicate" atmosphere are just as important: soothing music, simple but catchy 
tunes, pleasant colors frequently changed, and comfortable room arrangements. As with the above, 
there is little expense to this. Nor is there any expense to the atmosphere available to us in the 
unfolding of the natural and liturgical seasons. 

 
Most of those to whom we minister, live in an atmosphere saturated with sound—if not noise. 

They are constantly bombarded with rapid audio/visual stimuli that affect not only their physical 
senses but their emotions as well. Should we imitate in our catechetical environment what is already 
so prevalent in their lives, hoping that this will attract and hold their attention? This approach may be 
like the heavy winds, earthquake, and fire outside Elijah's cave—and the Lord was not in them! The 
Lord was in the silence, in the tiny whispering sound that is so often drowned out in our desperation to 
attract, distract, and preoccupy. 

 

With a little bit of effort and change in attitude, it is possible to find in our parish centers and in 
every corner of our real life a "Sea of Galilee," a "Capernaum," a "cave on Mount Horeb," and a 
"Mount Tabor." In this delicate atmosphere, the "tiny whisper" who is our revealing God, our mystery 
God, can be heard and enjoyed by us and those we teach.
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Ways To Respond 

Ways that God surprises you 
•Reflect on a time when you felt a tension between holding on to and letting go of a preconceived 
notion of God. What were your emotions? What/who brought you to this moment? Try to recall a 
moment of faith when you were overwhelmed by a surprising experience of divine mystery. 

Letting God surprise those you teach 
(Note: Most of the catechetical activities in this book are designed for elementary-age children. 
However, they can be used for adolescents and adults with minor adjustments.) 

•Make a connection between their experiences and the wonderful mystery dimension, the God 
dimension, which lies at the heart of each of these little stories. You might get into a rhythm of 
"Surprise! 
You were touching God, God was touching you when 
you __________ !" 

 
Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




